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SUBJECT: GUARD MEMBERS CHARGED WITH MISTREATMENT OF CAMPESINOS 

1. AN EXTENSIVE NATIONAL GUARD OPERATION AGAINST BANDITS 

AND POSSIBLY GUERRILLAS IN THE MOUNTAIN AREA AROUND MATAGALPA 
OVER THE PAST FEW WEEKS HAS PRODUCED SOME POTENTIALLY DAMAGING 
FALLOUT. THE STORY OF THE OPERATION BEGAN UNFOLDING ABOUT 
ONE WEEK AGO WHEN RUMORS OF MASS DETENTIONS OF CAMPESINOS 
FILTERED DOWN FROM MATAGALPA AND RECEIVED FRONT PAGE HEADLINES 
IN OPPOSITION LA PRENSA. ON MAY 15, LA PRENSA CARRIED A 
REPORT THAT THE CATHOLIC CHURCH WAS SERIOUSLY CONCERNED THAT 
THE CIVIL RIGHTS OF CAMPESINOS WERE BEING VIOLATED IN THE 
COURSE OF THE GUARD OPERATION AND WAS CONTEMPLATING 
INTERVENTION ON THEIR BEHALF. 

2. ON MAY 17 THE STORY TOOK ON A NEW AND EMOTIONALLY CHARGED 
DIMENSION WHEN LA PRENSA PUBLISHED THE ACCOUNT OF A WOMEN FROM 
THE AREA (MRS. AMADA PINEDA DE ARAUZ) WHO ALLEGED THAT SHE HAD 
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BEEN TAKEN FROM HER HOUSE BY AN AS YET UNIDENTIFIED GUARD 
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PATROL AND HELD FOR SEVERAL DAYS DURING WHICH SHE WAS BEATEN, 
HUMILIATED AND RAPED BY 18 GUARD SOLDIERS, INCLUDING THE TWO 
LTETT TENANTS IN COMMAND. MRS. ARAUZ MAINTAINED THAT OVER 100 
CAPESINOS WERE BEING HELD ON NEARBY FARMS AND SEVERAL OTHER 
WOMEN IN THE GROUP HAS BEEN SIMILARLY MISTREATED AND VIOLATED.. 
SHE LATER APPEARED AT THE GN'S OFFICE OF LAWS AND PUBLIC 
RELATIONS WITH AN ATTORNEY AND FORMALLY MADE HER CHARGES. THE 
GUARD HAS SO FAR STATED THE MEDIA THAT IT IS CONDUCTING A 
FULL, FORMAL INVESTIGATION OF THE ALLEGED INCIDENT AND WE ARE 
INFORMED THAT IT HAS DISPATCHED A SPECIAL INVESTIGATORY TEAM 
TO THE AREA. 

3. ON MAY 20 SIX DOCTORS AT I.P. PAVIOV CLINIC, SOME OF WHOM 
WERE TRAINED IN THE SOVIET UNION, ISSUED A POLITICO/MEDICAL 
STATEMENT CONCERNING THEIR EXAMINATION OF MRS. ARAUZ WHICH WAS 
MADE THE DAY FOLLOWING HER RELEASE. THEY CONFIRMED HER CHARGES 
OF RAPE AND TORTURE AND CALLED FOR PUNISHMENT OF THOSE 
RESPONSIBLE. 

4. FOR THE PAST FOUR DAYS LA PRENSA HAS GIVEN EXTENSIVE 
FRONT PAGE AND EDITORIAL COVERAGE TO THE PINEDA CASE PLAYING 
HEAVILY ON THE THEMES OF "NATIONAL INDIGNATION" AND "DEMANDS 
FOR JUSTICE." RADIO COVERAGE HAS ALSO BEEN EXTENSIVE. 

CHURCH AUTHORITIES, WHILE NOT SPECIFICALLY REFERRING TO THE 
CASE, HAVE MADE SEVERAL GENERAL STATEMENTS DEPLORING DISRESPECT 
OF WOMEN AND THE HUMAN RIGHTS OF THE POOR AND SEVERAL PRIESTS 
HAVE BEEN MORE EXPLICIT IN THEIR COMMENTS FROM 

THE PULPIT. 

5. COMMENT: WITH THE NICARAGUAN MAY 30 OBSERVANCE OF MOTHER'S 
DAY NEAR AT HAND A MOTHER OF FIVE SMALL CHILDREN CHARGING 
GANG RAPE BY GUARD SOLDIERS HAS OBVIOUS POTENTIAL FOR AROUSING 
WIDESPREAD PUBLIC OUTRAGE. THE INCIDENT COULD ALSO POTENTIALLY 
BESMIRCH THE NATIONAL COMMEMORATION OF ARMY DAY ON THE 
GUARD'S 47TH ANNIVERSARY MAY 27. THE GUARD MAY THEREFORE 
HAVE TO GO BEYOND ITS USUAL TERSE COMMUNIQUE WHEN A QUESTION 
OF GUARD MISCONDUCT ARISES AND INSTEAD RENDER A FORTHCOMING, 
FACTUAL RESPONSE TO THE CHARGES, INCLUDING DETAILS ON ANY 
PUNISHMENT METED OUT IF THEY ARE FOUND TO BE TRUE. GIVEN THE 
EXPLOSIVE NATURE OF THE PINEDA CASE, IF IT IS NOT CAREFULLY 
CONFIDENTIAL 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 03 MANAGU 02020 231542Z 

AND JUDICIOUSLY HANDLED, IT COULD DAMAGE THE PUBLIC IMAGE OF 
THE NATIONAL GUARD WHICH HERETOFORE HAD A RELATIVELY CLEAN 
RECORD IN ITS RELATIONS WITH THE CAMPESINO POPULATION. 

WARNER 
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